MEDIEVAL   MEDICINE

decay, and advising the replacement of lost teeth by other human
teeth or by artificial teeth made of bone.

English and German Surgeons

No doubt there were many surgeons in England about this
time, but the only one of whom we have any clear record was
JOHN OF^ARDERNE (1307-90), who wrote an illustrated treatise
onTfstula in ano (edited in 1910 by Sir D'Arcy Power), which
reveals him as a scholar and an expert surgeon.1 Educated at
Montpellier, he remained for some time In France as an army
surgeon, and he was present at the battle of Cregy. On his
return he practised at Newark, then an important centre and
a meeting-place of Parliament ; later, he removed to London.

John of Arderne was a specialist in what is now called proc-
tology, and he showed his originality by inventing a new operation
for fistula, which consisted in boldly incising the wall and checking
the bleeding by sponge pressure. He was careful to recognize
cancer of the rectum, of which he gave a clear description, noting
that treatment can only be palliative, that no operation should be
attempted, and that friends should be warned of the fatal issue.
John appears to have been an itinerant surgeon, travelling long
distances to operate, and charging proportionately large fees,
which were paid either at the time or in the form of an annuity,
continuing as long as the patient lived. Apparently his practice
was large, and included many persons of rank and distinction. He
set a high moral standard for surgeons, counselling them to culti-
vate modesty, charitableness, and studious habits, and to be
scrupulously clean in dress and in person, always with clean hands
and well-trimmed nails. It is merely a sign of the times in which
he lived that John, mentioned the use of charms, as for instance,
" the words Melchior, Jasper, and Balthazar to be written in
blood from the little finger of the patient," as a cure for epilepsy.
The patient was to wear for a month a sheet of paper bearing
these words, and was to say daily three Paternosters and three
Ave Marias, Apart from the edition just mentioned of the treatises
on fistula in ano, haemorrhoids, and clysters, most of the work of
John of Arderne is still in manuscript form.

1 Sir D'Arcy Power, "De Arte Phisicale et De Cirurgia" of Master John Arderne,
1922 ; John Arderne, Treatises *of Fistula in Ano, Haemorrhoids, and Clyster^ ed, by
Sir D'Arcy Power, Early English Text Society, 1:910
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